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Background

Long-term investment in urbanization made today will determine the pattern, infrastructure and
mode of consumption of cities for the decades to come. With most cities needing infrastructure
improvement, it is estimated by OECD that USD 50 trillion will be invested in urban infrastructure
and urban land use will be expanded by three folds by 2030. Most of the investment and expansion
will take place in countries along the Belt and Road, especially in Asia and Africa. At the same time,
there will be hundreds of millions of new urban residents, mostly in developing countries. These
trends create historic opportunities for making cities the new engine towards sustainable growth and
poverty alleviation.

The Paris Agreement and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals could not be realized if
investment in urban infrastructure along the Belt and Road were not in line with climate change
mitigation and sustainable development principles. Therefore, seizing the opportunities for green
urban development created by the Belt and Road Initiative is a priority with global significance. It
has been proved that sustainable urbanization is an important investment opportunity in terms of
integrated low-carbon transport, energy-efficient buildings, transit-oriented development, and
distributive clean energy. This Forum will address the following topics:

® Experience sharing among BRI countries on regional integrated development and urban
management
® Environmental improvement and green cities

® [nnovation and practices in green infrastructure investment
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